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PASTOR’S NOTE 

IN THIS ISSUE 

Continue onto the Next Page  

 

The Christmas Promise - For You 

Do you realize that Christmas is the fulfillment of an old      

promise? Yes, long ago God promised a Messiah to the world - a 

Messiah who would make things right (See Genesis 3:15). And 

throughout the ages, God kept His promise. Even when things 

looked really, really bad, God did not relent on His promise. So, 

that first Christmas, when Jesus was born, was not only God 

breaking into human history in the person of Jesus, but it was al-

so the fulfillment of a promise.  

 

All of this is why we do what we do during the season of Advent 

and Christmas. We gather together to remember the story of  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church   December 2019 Newsletter          2 

Christmas and to hear about this fulfilled promise - a promise that was fulfilled for you 

and me.  

 

So, please take a moment and look through this newsletter and the bulletin to be 

aware of all the services and events that will be taking place at St. Paul's. These events 

and services are not just busy things to do during the Holiday Season but are gifts - 

gifts to remind us of the fulfilled promise. Yes, they are gifts for us to gather together 

and hear about the fulfilled promise of Christ being born into humanity to make 

things right - to make things right by living, dying, and rising for our justification.  

 

A blessed Advent and a Merry Christmas to you!  

 
 

Anchored with you in Christ,  

Pastor Richard 

Pastor’s Study Hours 

Tuesday - Friday  

9:30 am to 3:00 pm 

Monday 

Pastor’s Day Off 

Parish Office Hours 

Monday-Thursday  

9:00 am to 3:00 pm 

Friday 

 9:00 am to 12:00 pm 

Pastor Contact Information 

Email:  

pastor@anchoredminot.com 

Cell: 701-389-0418 

Office: 701-852-2821 

Blog: www.pastormattrichard.com 

Parish Office Contact Information 

Email:  

secretary@anchoredminot.com 

Office: 701-852-2821 
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12/3 Les Pierson  12/17 Kelli Lynch 

12/4 Colleen Fitchner  12/18 Amanda Fimreite 

12/4 Janice Krueger  12/18 Melissa Fimreite 

12/4 Brandon Pelzer  12/18 Laverne Haake 

12/5 Devin Seney  12/19 Liam Prey 

12/6 Shirley Faydo  12/20 Sharon Aannerud 

12/8 Jerome Miller  12/20 Manley Jenson 

12/11 Ilene Schimmelpfennig  12/23 Theresa Karhan 

12/11 Raymond Schwarz  12/24 Stephanie Stohlquist 

12/12 Ezri Halvorson  12/24 Stephanie Swain 

12/12 Jeff Kniffin  12/25 Adrian Fitchner 

12/12 Allie Kraft  12/26 Annika Steig 

12/14 Nathan Henke  12/27 Grace Pfennig 

12/14 Ashley Ringsaker  12/27 Joshua Shappell 

12/15 Jonelle Fenner  12/27 Vicki Steinke 

12/15 Bill Thomas  12/28 Carolyn Loeffelbein 

12/17 Brittni Gillmore  12/29 Ella Darrow 
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Several years ago, when my wife and I 
lived in southern California, we were invited 
by some friends to a service at a nondenomi-
national church.  We accepted the invitation 
since we did not want to be rude and we 
were a little bit curious about the service.  

There were about 80 people in attendance at 
the service.  Halfway through the service, the 
main leader asked everyone to break into 
small groups throughout the nave portion of 
the church for ‘share time’ and ‘prayer.’   

During the sharing portion, a man in his early 
40s shared that he was struggling to discern 
God’s Will in a career change.  He had two 
job opportunities: an option to stay at his 
current job and another job opportunity in 

another city with a 2-hour commute.  While 
he shared with the group, everyone leaned 
forward and intensely listened.  After his con-
fession of trying, unsuccessfully, to discern 
God’s Will, the group leader said, "Let's pray 
about that."   

As we prayed, there were the typical prayers 
of guidance and provision.  But then, several 
in the group took us down a unique path: 
with passionate pleas:   

"Lord, give him dreams!”   

“Father God, speak to him in the still small 
voice within.”   

“Lord, we are going to lay down a bunch of 
fleeces, and we demand that you boldly an-
swer!"   

After the small group prayer gathering in the 
Nave, the service concluded, and we          
departed for fellowship and refreshments.   

During the fellowship and refreshment, I saw 
the gentlemen who had asked for prayer 
standing next to the snack table.                     
I approached him to ask some further ques-
tions.  Let's call him "John" for the sake of 
keeping things clear.   

The conversation went like this:  

Me: Hi there, I'm Matt.  Can I ask some follow 
up questions about your struggles? 

Continue onto the Next Page  

FFF   rom the rom the rom the    
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What is God’s Will  

for My Life? 
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John: Oh, it is good to meet you.  Yeah, no 
problem. 

Me:  You mentioned that you have two job  
opportunities.  If you don’t mind me asking, 
are you struggling at your current job? 

John: No, I don’t mind you asking.  I guess I 
am not struggling at my current job.   

Me: That is good.  If you don’t mind me ask-
ing, do you have enough money to take care 
of your family with your current job? 

John: Yeah, I do.  It is average pay, but it 
makes for a nice living. 

Me: So, with this other job opportunity, will it 
pay all your bills too?   

John: Definitely!  And then some!  It would be 
a big promotion.    

Me: Wow, that is neat.  Good for you!  So, how 
many kids do you have?   

John: My wife and I have three children.  They 
are great! 

Me:  Again, if you don’t mind me asking, how 
are you doing with time with them?  Do you 
have enough time with them as a Father?  
How about your wife, how is it going with bal-
ancing work and your marriage? 

John:  No, I don’t mind at all.  Well, I typically 
work 50 plus hours as of right now, so at times 
I find that I might be overdoing it.  I might be 
stretching the family a little. 

Me:  So, with this new job, would it be more or 
fewer hours? 

John:   It would actually be more work.  Quite 
a bit more! 

Me: And how about the commute? 

John: The commute would be about 1 1/2 
hours one way.  I drive faster than most! 

Me:  So that would be an extra 15 hours a 
week driving? 

John:  I guess so.  

Me: Is the family open to moving? 

John:  No, they are not.  We are close to rela-
tives, and we have a great school district.  The 
kids are plugged in. 

Me: How does your wife feel about it? 

John: To be honest, she has concerns. 

Me: Thank you, John, for sharing.  So, let me 
make sure that I hear you right.  You are look-
ing to take another job that would take you 
away from home for another 15-25 hours eve-
ry week, you are already concerned about how 
much time you are away from your family, 
your current job is meeting your financial 
needs, and your wife has concerns about the 
new job?   

John: Ouch.  That kind of hurts.  But yeah, that 
is pretty much it.   

Me: So why do you think it is God’s Will to 
take the new job?   

John:  Well, hmm.  

Me: John, here is my concern, my friend, by 
taking this new job you would be spending 
less time with your children, and you would be 
spending more time away from your wife do-
ing a job for extra money that you don't tech-
nically need.   

John:  I guess so. 

Me:  How is this God’s Will?  You are called to 
be the spiritual head, to pastor your children, 
to raise your children, and you are called to be 
there for your wife.  If you were struggling fi-
nancially this job change might make sense, 
but you are doing fine.  If you were to take this 
job would you do a better job fulfilling your 
vocation as a husband and father or will you 
be doing a worse job? 

After that last question to John, John seemed 
to get somewhat frustrated with me.  He was 
getting frustrated because my gentle ques-
tions were being perceived as personal at-
tacks – the questions were exposing the rea-
son why he wanted a new job.  And the rea-
son why he wanted the new job?  It was 
clearly for the career promotion and more 

Continue onto the Next Page  
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money.  John had given way to covetousness, 
which was leading him down the path to ne-
glect his vocation as husband and father.   

However, instead of recognizing his covet-
ousness and neglect, he was doing his best 
to convince himself that it was God’s Will to 
take the new job.  As already indicated, the 
problem with the new job would be a neglect 
of John’s vocations as father and spouse. 
And, as we know from God’s Word and plain 
reason, it is never God’s Will for a father to 
neglect his children and depart from his con-
cerned wife for the sake of money that one 
does not need.   

So, how does one make decisions that are in 
God’s Will?  Is God’s Will out 'there' needing 
to be found through mystical dreams and 
small voices buried in the subconscious?  No 
it is not. Instead, God’s Will is rather straight 
forward. 

Consider Your Vocation: before making a 
decision, one must consider their vocation in 
life. Students, husbands, and fathers will 
make decisions different because the needs 
of their   vocation are different.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Consider God’s Word: God’s Word will show 
us which decisions are good, right, and  salu-
tary and which ones are not.  For example, 
some decisions violate God’s Ten            
Commandments.     

 

Rejoice: after considering your vocation and 
God’s Word, if you still have two viable op-
tions, rejoice that God has blessed you with 
two good options that are within His will.   

Use Godly Wisdom: research the two deci-
sions and with the help of others and Godly  
wisdom, make the best  decision without 
worrying that you are violating God’s Will.   

Rest in the Decision: Once a decision has 
been made, rest in that decision knowing 
that you are in God’s Will.  Even if later on, 
you realize that you made an unwise deci-
sion, rest that the Lord holds you in wise and 
unwise decisions. And, if necessary, remedy 
the unwise decision with repentance, confes-
sion, and forgiveness. 

I am not sure whatever happened to John, 
whether he took that other job or not.       
But what I do know for sure is that God’s Will 
is not hidden in mystic voices or small    
magical dreams.  God’s Will is laid out for us 
in His Word, as we walk in our vocations.      
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Throughout the upcoming year, we will be participating in various 

church services with St. Mark's Lutheran Church that will be held at 

both churches.  

Join Us!  

Introducing Joint Services 

with  

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
 

Divine Service Schedule  
(Time, Date, & Place) 

 

7pm, December 31, 2019, New Year’s Eve Divine Service, St. Paul’s 
7pm, January 6, 2020, Epiphany Divine Service, St. Mark’s 
7pm, April 11, 2020, Holy Saturday Divine Service, St. Paul’s 
7pm, May 21, 2020, Ascension Divine Service, St. Mark’s 

Stay informed by keeping up to date with upcoming service times and dates. Please consult the church 

calendar in upcoming newsletters and online on websites at: 

www.anchoredminot.com 
and 

www.stmarksminot.com 

 



 

 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church   December 2019 Newsletter          8 

What’s Happening St. Paul’s? 

Christmas Potluck 

 

Church Events 

Dec 4, 11, 18 - LYF Advent 

Meals & Advent Vespers 

Dec 8 - LYF Cookie Bake Sale 

Dec 12 - LWML Christmas 

Party & Potluck 

Dec 13 - LLL Christmas      

Potluck 

Dec 15 - Children’s       

Christmas Party & Potluck 

Dec 20 - LYF Lock In 

Dec 24 - Christmas Eve    

Services (2pm & 7pm) 

Dec 25 - Christmas Day    

Services  

Dec 29 - LYF & Family Ice 

Skating 

Lutheran Laymen’s League (LLL) 

Friday, December 13th@ 6:30pm  

Come join us for  

singing and fellowship.  

Everyone is invited. 

We will be filling Christmas  

sacks for the  

Children’s Christmas Program. 
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SET UP 

Work Group 7 

Doris Bertsch, Chair 

Children’s Christmas Program 
Potluck Work Groups 

LWML Christmas Stocking 

Mites will be collected  

Dec 1st and Dec 8th 

 

SERVE 

Work Group 6 

Linda Ringsaker, Chair 

 

CLEAN UP 

Work Group 5 

Sandy Kongelf, Chair 

Dec 15th 
4pm Program 
5pm Potluck 
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John 12:26 
ACOLYTESACOLYTESACOLYTES   

DECEMBER & JANUARYDECEMBER & JANUARYDECEMBER & JANUARY   

SCHEDULES SCHEDULES SCHEDULES    
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John 12:26 
GREETERSGREETERSGREETERS   

DECEMBER & JANUARYDECEMBER & JANUARYDECEMBER & JANUARY   

SCHEDULES SCHEDULES SCHEDULES    
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John 12:26 

USHERSUSHERSUSHERS   

10:30 USHERING TEAMS 

Joshua Shappell          240-6228 

10:30 8:00 
Team 2 Roger & Riley   December 01, 2019   3 

Team 1 Joe & Lyle    December 08, 2019   4 

Team 2 David & David Jr.  December 15, 2019   1 

Team 1 Asa & Mark    December 22, 2019   2 

Team 2 Roger & Riley   December 29, 2019   3 

DECEMBER 2019DECEMBER 2019DECEMBER 2019   

SCHEDULES SCHEDULES SCHEDULES    
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John 12:26 

ELDERSELDERSELDERS   

December 01, 2019   Kim Filipek  Joe Hudson* 

December 08, 2019   Duane Faydo Lyle Hudson*  

December 15, 2019   Darren Kabanuk Ray Schwarz* 

December 22, 2019   Mark Schaefer Mark Bonnie 

December 29, 2019   Kim Filipek  Brian Lokken 

*Midweek Services 10:30 Elder to Cover 

10:30 8:00 

DECEMBER 2019DECEMBER 2019DECEMBER 2019   

SCHEDULES SCHEDULES SCHEDULES    

www.anchoredminot.com 

For the most upFor the most upFor the most up---tototo---date date date 
calendar events, please check calendar events, please check calendar events, please check 
out our online calendar atout our online calendar atout our online calendar at   
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